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LHAAC Sampling Scheme

The LHAAC Sampling Scheme is mandated under the Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act
1911, to facilitate Local Government (LG) access to analytical services.

The compulsory payment of the LHAAC annual fee enables LGs to access analytical services
for the testing and reporting of food, water and environmental samples (e.g. asbestos).

Local Government Environmental Health Monitoring Programs

Most metropolitan and larger non-metropolitan LGs operate an Environmental Health
Monitoring/Sampling Program to guide their EH activities. These programs can be used to set
budget, operational and other KPI targets and reporting. While sampling activities may not be
explicitly included in EH programs, it remains one of the fundamental parts of EH to be able
to gather evidence and data. Sampling results can be used to risk assess, inform decision-
making, investigate complaints and evaluate effectiveness of remediation or management
strategies.

The Department of Health and LHAAC manage separate contracts with eligible Analysts to
provide analytical services to Local Governments. The DOH prepays for food and water
microbial analysis via PathWest as part of State pathogen surveillance programs. The LHAAC
pays per sample for LG routine testing, complaint investigation sampling, Coordinated
Sampling Project surveys and microbial analysis that cannot be funded through DOH.

It is acknowledged that the majority of non-metropolitan local governments experience
difficulties in resourcing the physical sampling and transport of samples to Perth-based
laboratories, particularly for samples requiring temperature control and urgent transport. For
this reason, LGs with lower populations may only be able to submit suspected asbestos
material or non-scheme drinking water samples for routine testing.

Any LG with food manufacturers or drinking water suppliers should focus routine sampling
activities on monitoring the safety and quality of their products. These sample types can be
supported through the LHAAC Sampling Scheme.

Program template

This template can be used by LGs to create or modify EH sampling programs to increase
value for money from the LHAAC annual fee, budget for minimum sampling activities and other
internal LG purposes.
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Commonly requested Analytes (prices are indicative based on Analyst LHAAC contract pricing)

Analysis Type (Food) Number of Cost per Sample AT Cost per Sample EARL Cost per Sample Cost per Sample SL
samples PW
Allergens 1 $92.50 $110.00 - $172.87
(15 types included)
Food Microbial 1 $
- Std plate count $12.90 $18.81 $32.61 $16.00
- Campy $63.80 $77.00 $69.21 $29.88
- E.coli $23.20 $22.00 $35.31 $17.86
- Salmonella $29.40 $38.50 $50.86 $21.35
- Coag pos Staph $13.60 $27.50 $29.12 $17.23
- C. perfringens $17.00 $27.50 $29.12 $21.45
- B.cereus $12.50 $27.50 $29.12 $20.41
- Listeria $29.40 $38.50 $50.86 $21.35
Nutritional Information Panel 1 $338.30 $330.00 - $371.37
Food Complaint or Foreign 1 $135.30 - $461.41
Object
Pesticide residue screen 1 $152.30 - $228.13
Heavy metals $66.00 - $74.00
Analysis Type (Water) Number of Cost per Sample Cost per Sample Cost per Sample Cost per Sample Cost per Sample SL
samples AT CcC EARL PW
ICP water analysis 1 $53.90 -
Micro 1 $39.50 $92.40 $143.80 $69.29
- E. coli, coliforms,
thermo
Heavy metals $47.10 $88.00 $47.30 - $22.00
Drinking water 1 — Scheme $319.00 $313.50 - $300.00
water
Drinking water 2 - rainwater $363.00 -
Drinking water 3 — bores/dams $467.50 -
Analysis Type Number of Cost per Sample Cost per Sample | Cost per Sample Cost per Sample Cost per Sample SL
(Environmental) samples AT CcC EARL PW
Mould biotape - $88.00 $41.48
Drug residues — surface swabs $143.00 -
Asbestos — bulk - $60.50 - $58.30
Asbestos — soil - $71.50 - $99.00




Table 2: Local Government Environmental Health Sampling Program suggested analytes based on LHAAC Sampling Credit

allocation

Sampling credits
allocated to LGs

Common Routine Analyses

Non-Routine Analyses

Notes

$223 (LGs <1,000
pop.n)

Asbestos material

Bore or tank drinking water
Food complaint or object

All MA1 LGs are regional and/or remote jurisdictions. It is
understood that most encounter issues with resourcing the
physical sampling and logistics of sample transport to Perth.

$287 (LGs 1,001-

Asbestos material

Bore or tank drinking water

Most MA2 LGs are regional and/or remote jurisdictions. It is

2,000 pop.n) Food complaint or object understood that most encounter issues with resourcing the
Heavy metals suite physical sampling and logistics of sample transport to Perth.
$1000 Asbestos material Food complaint or object LGs with sampling budgets up to $2,000 may have limited
Bore or tank drinking water Heavy metals suite resources to take and submit samples. Sampling programs
Food microbials Nutritional Info Panel (NIP) may need to prioritise food manufacturers (if any within the
Food additives, preservatives | jurisdiction) and complaint investigation.
Food allergens
$5,000 Asbestos material Food complaint or object LGs with sampling budgets up to $5,000 may have limited
Bore or tank drinking water Heavy metals suite resources to take and submit samples. Sampling programs
Food microbials Nutritional Info Panel (NIP) may need to prioritise food manufacturers, risk monitoring
Food allergens Drug/chemical residues and complaint investigation.
Pesticide screen
$10,000 Asbestos material Drug/chemical residues LGs with sampling budgets up to $10,000 often have their
Bore or tank drinking water Pesticide screen own programs and priorities. Sampling of food
Food microbials manufacturers, drinking water sources and other risk
Food allergens monitoring occurs regularly.
Nutritional Info Panel (NIP)
Food complaint or object
Heavy metals suite
>$10,000 All analytical services as requested These LGs are encouraged to participate in all CSPs in

addition to their own regular sampling programs.




