LHAAC Public Health Plan template

LHAAC

LOCAL HEALTH AUTHORITIES ANALYTICAL COMMITTEE

The inclusion of environmental health objectives in Local Government Public Health Plans
(PHPs) is essential for protecting and improving community wellbeing. Environmental
factors—such as air and water quality, waste management, food safety, and the built
environment—have a direct and often long-term impact on population health. By addressing
these determinants proactively, local governments can reduce exposure to hazards, prevent
disease, and create healthier living conditions.

Embedding environmental health objectives also supports a preventative approach to public
health, shifting the focus from reactive responses to early intervention and risk reduction.
This leads to more efficient use of resources and better health outcomes over time.
Additionally, it ensures compliance with regulatory responsibilities and aligns local actions
with broader state and national health priorities.

Many existing Local Government Public Health Plans adequately detail objectives and
actions to demonstrate current processes being undertaken to monitor various risks to public
health. The majority of environmental health objectives appear to be detailed within
‘preventative health’ strategies targeting the monitoring and reduction of risks to the

community.

It is recommended that the following be adopted into PHPs to demonstrate what is already
being achieved by local governments to monitor health risks and prevent the transmission of
disease or to mitigate these health risks. These objectives are specific to participation in the
LHAAC Sampling Scheme and how the data generated through the Scheme can be further

utilised by local governments.

Table 1: Recommended Action table inserts to describe aspects of environmental health monitoring and

sampling activities

Objective

Action

Measure

Undertake/Participate in
surveillance/monitoring
program for foodborne
public health risks and
ensure required standards
are being met/maintained.

Conduct food sampling for
analyses, investigate food
related complaints.

Number of samples
submitted per annum.

Reduction in reported cases
of foodborne iliness in the
local area.

Participate in LHAAC
Sampling Scheme and
expend allocation of
sampling credits.

Educate food businesses
around food safety and
providing healthy food
options.

Use data generated through

food sampling activities to

prioritise delivery of:

e Community/food
business information
sessions

Improved food business
compliance outcomes.

Reduction in reported cases
of foodborne iliness in the
local area.




e Updates on emerging
food safety risks in the
local area

¢ Promote programs to
incentivise best practice
(e.g. 5 star food ratings,
healthier options)

Business uptake of
programs.

Monitor drinking water
quality and safety of non-
scheme/reticulated water
sources.

Collect and analyse drinking
water samples for disease
and quality parameters.

Number of samples
submitted per annum.

Participate in LHAAC
Sampling Scheme and
expend allocation of
sampling credits.

Monitor a range of
environmental health
hazards.

Collect and analyse air,
water, soil and other
samples when required,
develop and implement
actions designed to improve
public health outcomes.

Samples analysed against
mandatory standards, or
industry guidelines.

Participate in LHAAC
Sampling Scheme and
expend allocation of
sampling credits.

Develop mutually beneficial
partnerships with other
agencies and organisations
when need and opportunity
arises.

Increase cooperation,
resource sharing, and
collaborative approach to
address issues related to
public health protection.

Memorandum or
Understanding between
LGA and other agencies and
organisations.

Participate in LHAAC
Sampling Scheme and
expend allocation of
sampling credits.

Continue to improve service
delivery and resourcing to
appropriately respond to
emerging/re-emerging and
standard public health risks.

LGA staff are given
opportunity to attend
relevant training and related
to improve their skills and
knowledge.

Participation/Completion of
relevant training programs.

Provide information to the
community on the main
public health risks and ways
to minimise them.

Offer topical Community
information sessions.

Use a local newsletter,
social media or website
updates on emerging risks
in the local area.

Uptake/attendees at
community sessions.

Website/social media views,
reposts, comments and
similar.




