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LHAAC provides a risk-based sampling scheme to promote, 
protect and enhance public and environmental health practice 
in WA through facilitation of high-quality analytical testing and 
monitoring of potential health risks. 

• LHAAC Committee Member Recruitment 

• Contracted five analysts 

• Sampling Update 

• Training & Development 

• Christmas/New Year Closure Dates 

• LG Professionals Conference 2025 

• EHA WA Conference 2026 
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LHAAC Committee Member Recruitment 

The Committee is formed of elected members and officers of Local Governments in WA (typically EHOs and 

CEOs). LHAAC has a full Committee of ten members (7 Metropolitan and 3 Non-Metro) serving terms of 

three years at which point they can nominate to be reappointed by the Minister for Health.  

Sara Saberi’s term has now ended with the Committee, and we thank her for her time with LHAAC. We 

would like to welcome Shane McRedmond from City of Rockingham to the Committee, Shane’s term started 

on the 1st of November. 

 

Current Committee members 25/26 

 

Contracted Analysts 

The current panel arrangement consists of five analysts who provide analytical services to LHAAC (Agrifood 

Technology, Eurofins ARL, Symbio Laboratories, Pathwest and ChemCentre). For updated sample 

submission e-forms and analyst reference guides, please visit our website here.  

 

 

Name Membership 

Ryan Quinn (Chairperson) City of Gosnells 

Pres. Paige McNeil Shire of Mundaring 

Eduardo Perotti City of South Perth 

Lauren McLeod City of Stirling 

Nathan Russell City of Swan 

Cr. Elizabeth Re City of Stirling 

Shane McRedmond City of Rockingham 

Sarah Upton City of Bunbury 

Cr. Chris Poulton Shire of Northam 

Andrew Campbell Shire of Northampton 

https://www.lhaac.org.au/analyst-information-forms/


Sampling Update 

• Strawberry Residue Survey - The aim of this survey was to gather baseline data on agriculture 

chemical concentrations in WA grown strawberries. There is currently a data gap for strawberries 

sold at farm gate / pick your own farms. This survey has now been completed and the results will 

be shared soon after the data analysis phase. 

• LHAAC/DOH Dairy Product Survey - The aim of this survey is to verify the microbiological safety of 

products manufactured and/or processed in WA, to confirm that food safety risk management 

processes implemented by our local dairy processors are effective and adequately maintained. The 

DOH identified key dairy businesses and suppliers to be sampled by LGAs that have the jurisdiction 

for these businesses. As the survey is open until 5 Dec 2025, there may be some products that 

cannot be sourced by other LGAs. LHAAC will provide follow up details to additional LGAs if there 

is need to search for specific products at IGAs or similar. 

• Food Vendor Survey (Pilot Exercise) - A working group has been formed to scope this survey and 

an initial pilot exercise has been completed by City of Stirling and Town of Victoria Park. The two 

LGAs sampled food across different events such as the Scarborough Sunset Markets and WA Day. 

Escherichia coli (E. coli) and Bacillus cereus group have been detected in a number of samples, 

these samples will be put through the Whole Genome Sequencing (WGS) pathway to determine 

their specific variant. LHAAC is currently planning to deliver a larger version of this project, more 

information will be shared on this in the new year. 

• The edible oil survey is proceeding after Christmas, likely late January to early March 2026. LHAAC 

is currently working to finalise the scope of this survey and identify which analysts are able to 

participate. 

• The raw/dried/cured meat survey will likely take place around April/May 2026, however LGAs are 

welcome to do their own sampling of these products sooner if required. 

• The food grade plastics survey and legionella in misting systems survey have been delayed while 

LHAAC scope these projects with DOH and other stakeholders. 

Contact the LHAAC to contribute survey ideas and trending risk factors that should be considered for 

CSP surveys in the future. 

Training & Development 

LHAAC will be collaborating with its five analysts to deliver food and water sampling workshops along with 

lab tours. The PathWest workshop took place on the 25th of November where topics of focus were food 

pathogens, ‘one health’ approach to food safety and whole genome sequencing. The ChemCentre lab tour 

is taking place on the 4th of December. If you would like to attend, please register here. 

Eurofins, Symbio and Agrifood workshop and lab tours will be taking place in the new year. Further details 

will be shared on this after the holidays. 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/chemcentre-lab-tour-organic-and-inorganic-chemistry-tickets-1860621160979?aff=oddtdtcreator


 

 

▪ Photos from PathWest workshop and lab tour. 

 

Christmas and New Year Working Hours 

With Christmas and the end of 2025 fast approaching, this is a reminder about end of year sample 

submission dates for the LHAAC contracted analysts. 

 

To ensure you receive your testing results before Christmas, please ensure you submit routine samples 

to the Analysts by the bolded dates above. (If you’re unable to see a table of dates above, please follow 

the instructions to download the image). Urgent analyses can be done over the Christmas period but 

you will need to make prior arrangements wherever possible so the Analysts can ensure resourcing and 

commitment to turnaround times. 

  

As most local government offices will be closed at least over the public holidays or between 25 December 

2025 and 2 January 2026, the LHAAC office will be closed during this time. Ryan will be contactable for 

urgent matters on the non-public holidays. Standard business hours will resume from the 5 January 2026. 

For more information, please visit our analyst page here. 

https://www.lhaac.org.au/analyst-information-forms/


  

LG Professionals Conference 2025  

LHAAC attended the LG Professionals Conference back 

in November. This was a great opportunity to meet 

senior management within LGAs, particularly regional 

local authorities as LHAAC is actively working on 

solutions to improve transport and logistics for 

regional sampling. 

 

 

 

 

 

Environmental Health Australia (EHA) WA Conference 2026 

LHAAC will be a keynote sponsor at the EHA WA conference at Parmelia Hilton 30 and 31 March 2026. We 

look forward to seeing you all in person. Please come see us at our booth if you have any questions or 

would like to discuss your sampling needs. 

Lastly, thank you for your support and sampling work during the year, we look forward to a bigger and 

better 2026! 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

LHAAC Team 

 

To learn more about LHAAC Sampling Scheme, please scan the QR code below or email us at 

LHAAC@ecu.edu.au.  

 

lhaac.org.au     LHAAC@ecu.edu.au     YouTube Channel 

mailto:LHAAC@ecu.edu.au
https://www.lhaac.org.au/contact/
mailto:LHAAC@ecu.edu.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pYvikMz2kvU

